
 
 

 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM THE FABRIC WORKSHOP AND MUSEUM 
Jayson Musson’s His History of Art and Elisabeth Kley’s Minutes of Sand 

 

    
 

   
Philadelphia, PA, July 6, 2023 — The Fabric Workshop and Museum (FWM) is pleased to announce 
two exhibition catalogs that capture the spirit of collaboration and material play through the residencies 
of artists Jayson Musson and Elisabeth Kley: His History of Art, a cataloging of Jayson Musson’s three-
channel video series developed and exhibited in collaboration with FWM in 2022, and Minutes of Sand, 
a book celebrating Elisabeth Kley’s new body of work and recent exhibition of the same title at FWM 
and The Bemis Center for Contemporary Arts.  
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His History of Art, produced on the occasion of the FWM exhibition Jayson Musson: His History of 
Art (July 22–December 31, 2022), documents the creative process through which costumes, props, 
puppets, and stage sets were produced to tell a sitcom-esque story of art history; in the video 
series, Musson—performing as “Jay”— endeavors to educate his skeptical puppet sidekick Ollie 
on the relevance of art. This hardcover publication includes video stills, behind-the-scenes 
photography, draft scripts and storyboards, and images of the final work as exhibited at FWM. 
Beginning with an introduction by former FWM Executive Director Christina Vassallo, His History of 
Art contains essays by art historian Gwendolyn DuBois Shaw and artist Michael Smith, along with 
an interview between Musson and curators DJ Hellerman and Alec Unkovic. The exhibition, after 
premiering at FWM, traveled to Kansas City Art Institute. His History of Art is now available in 
FWM’s gift shop and online store.  

Editors: DJ Hellerman, Alec Unkovic 
Designer: Ted Olson 
150 pages / color 
$30 
ISBN 978-1-7360146-3-9 
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Minutes of Sand catalogs Elisabeth Kley’s experimental work created through her FWM residency 
and exhibited at FWM in her first-ever solo museum show (March 5–August 15, 2021). Kley’s 
exhibition, inspired by global art and architecture histories, featured a marrying of her ceramic and 
painting practices with new yardage designs produced in collaboration with the FWM Studio. Co-
published by FWM and The Bemis Center for Contemporary Arts—to which the exhibition 
subsequently traveled—this paperback publication includes works on paper, sculptures, and 
installation views from both venues. With a foreword by former FWM Executive Director Christina 
Vassallo and Bemis Center Executive Director Chris Cook, the book also includes an essay by artist 
Amelia Stein and an interview with curators Rachel Adams and Karen Patterson. Minutes of Sand 
is now available in FWM’s gift shop and online store.  
 
Edited by Sarah Braman 
Designed by Joe Gilmore 
Photography by Joe DeNardo, Carlos Avendaño, and Colin Conces. 
128 pages / color 
$50 
ISBN 978-1-7360146-4-6 
 
 
About the Artists 

Jayson Scott Musson was born in the Bronx, NY. He received a BFA in photography from 
University of the Arts and an MFA in painting from the University of Pennsylvania, both in 
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Philadelphia, also attending the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture in Skowhegan, ME in 
2011. Musson is represented by Salon 94 in New York and Fleisher/Ollman in Philadelphia. His solo 
exhibitions include We Sing in A Dead Language, Zidoun-Bossuyt Gallery, Luxembourg City, 
Luxembourg (2019); Demon All Day, Salon 94 Freemans, New York (2017); The Truth in the Song, 
Fleisher/Ollman Gallery, Philadelphia (2016); The Grand Manner at the Pennsylvania Academy of 
the Fine Arts, Philadelphia (2011); and Too Black For BET, Dazed & Confused Magazine Gallery, 
London, England (2008). His work has been included in group exhibitions at the Whitney Museum 
of American Art, Lisson Gallery, and Postmasters Gallery, New York; Whitechapel Gallery, London; 
Galerie Perrotin, Paris; Grimmuseum, Berlin; Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago; David Castillo 
Gallery, Miami; and Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, San Francisco, among others. 
 
Elisabeth Kley was born in New York, NY. She received her BA from Empire State College and 
studied at Hunter College. Her ceramics, watercolors, drawings and prints have been featured in 
an exhibition history spanning over 25 years; recent solo and two-person exhibitions include 
Garden: Elisabeth Kley and Tabboo!, Gordon Robichaux, New York, NY (2019); Elisabeth Kley, 
Window on Broad, Rosenwald-Wolf Gallery, University of the Arts, Philadelphia, PA (2019); 
Flowers Out of Water, Pierre Marie Giraud, Brussels, Belgium (2017); Ozymandias, CANADA, New 
York, NY (2016); translucent threads of dawn (with Conrad Ventur), Regina Rex, New York, NY 
(2015); and A Sign of Eternal Beauty (with Florence Derive), GAVLAK, Palm Beach, FL (2015). She 
is represented by CANADA; the gallery published a monograph on her work with Pre-Echo Press in 
2019. Kley lives in Manhattan and works in Brooklyn.  

About The Fabric Workshop and Museum 

The Fabric Workshop and Museum (FWM) is an internationally acclaimed contemporary art 
museum devoted to the creation, presentation, and preservation of innovative works of art. 
Its mission—Collaborating with artists, revealing new possibilities—embodies a 45-year commitment 
to helping artists experiment with the expressive possibilities of a broad spectrum of new materials 
and techniques. Through its renowned Artist-in-Residence Program, FWM provides artists at all 
stages of their careers with the opportunity to collaborate with its studio staff and take their work in 
fresh and often unexpected directions. FWM presents large-scale exhibitions, installations, and 
performative work, utilizing innovative fiber and other media including sculpture, installation, video, 
painting, photography, ceramics, and architecture. Founded in 1977, FWM brings this spirit of 
creative investigation and discovery to an eager audience, broadening access to art and advancing 
its role as a catalyst for innovation and social connection. 

Support 

Major support for Jayson Musson: His History of Art has been provided by The Pew Center for Arts 
& Heritage, with additional support from The National Endowment for the Arts, The Wyncote 
Foundation, and All Ages Productions. 
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Elisabeth Kley: Minutes of Sand was made possible with generous support from The Lenore G. 
Tawney Foundation, Girlfriend Fund, Harry Hu, Rob Hayes, E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter 
Foundation, Jessica Silverman Gallery, Maja Paumgarten and John Parker, The Woodman Family 
Foundation, Artists’ Legacy Foundation, Flavor Paper, and Canada Gallery. 
 
Major support of FWM is provided by the Marion Boulton “Kippy” Stroud Foundation. FWM 
receives state art funding support through a grant from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a 
state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the National Endowment for the 
Arts, a federal agency. Additional support is provided by Agnes Gund and the Board of Directors 
and Members of The Fabric Workshop and Museum. 
 

### 

 

For additional information, interviews, or to request a review copy, please contact:  

 
Max Kruger-Dull 
Blue Medium, Inc. 
Tel: +1-212-675-1800 
max@bluemedium.com 
 
Philadelphia-based inquiries: 

Justin Rubich 
FWM Communications 
Tel: 215-561-8888 x224 
jrubich@fabricworkshopandmuseum.org  


